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political in its objects and in the effect which it was designed
to have upon the general war-plan. Its purpose was to
produce a definite political result in a limited territorial
area and to protect one point of minor strategic importance	
the Anglo-Persian Oilfields.
At firstj then, British policy in Mesopotamia was defensive;
it aimed at upholding an established political position, not at
achieving military conquest. Turkey, on entering the war, be-
came involved with her hereditary enemy, Russia, in a life-
and death struggle in the Caucasus; in the Dardanelles a great
issue was at stake; in Egypt she had a valuable strategical
objective—the Suez Canal—within her reach. In the face
of these obvious commitments it would have been ridiculous
to suppose that she would detach a large portion of her
army to carry on an objectless military campaign a thousand
miles from Constantinople. Actually, during the whole war
she never had more than six divisions in Mesopotamia at one
time—six out of the fifty-two divisions which her army
comprised. The chances of innicting decisive military defeat
on Turkey by a campaign in Mesopotamia were practically
nil.
In its original conception, therefore, British policy was
sound, and the limited political object of the campaign—
with its objective, Basra—was within our military ability
to attain.
Unfortunately this phase of policy came to an end all too
quickly. Suddenly political aspirations became almost limit-
less, the objective of the campaign became Baghdad—for the
reason that it was essential for ensuring the security of India.
Let us analyse what is was that we feared for India. At
no time—not even in 1916, when the Commander-in-Ohief
in India prophesied the extension of the war eastwards to the
frontiers of India—could it seriously have been visualised
that a Turko-German army would march through the
Caucasus, across the Caspian, through Transcaspia, or by
way of Baghdad, Teheran and Kabul, to invade India.
Political—not military—action, from Islamic propaganda,
designed to bring about tribal rising without, and ferments
within our Oriental Empire, that was the danger to India.
It was argued that by occupying Baghdad we should dam
the flow of propaganda, and raise British prestige so high
that neither Turk nor Arab, Persian nor Afghan could
damage it. Prestige is an abstract quality, intangible, elu-
sive ; it must be founded on something more solid than mere
bluff—and policy, unsupported by the means of enforcing
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